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• Bio Safety Officer (BVF)

• Environmental Safety Officer (MVF)

• Occupational Health Hygienst (AH)

Role

Bio Risk
- Professional
- Management Advisor



Role

• Locally: Radboud University and Medical Centre
• BioRiskManagement Advisor
• Teamleader Team BioRiskPrevention

• Nationally: Dutch Biosafety Association / BVF-Platform
• Chair 
• Member of working groups and projects

• Internationally: European Biosafety Association
• Chair Scientific Committee / Conference Working Group
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1. Biosecurity and Dual-Use (in the Netherlands)
• Nationally

2. In Practice (in Nijmegen)
• Locally

Content Presentation



Biosecurity and Dual-Use

• My perspective:
• Dual use is integral part of biosecurity

• Therefore … :
• I will not specifically mention “dual use” 

In essence, biosecurity is about safeguarding biological resources, while 
dual-use highlights the potential for misuse of scientific advancements.
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Biosafety en biosecurity beleid in Nederland geëvalueerd door 
WHO en ECDC | Bureau Biosecurity

Biosecurity in the Netherlands

• External evaluation to identify critical gaps in the 
Dutch healthcare system (January 2025)

• WHO 
• Joint External Evaluation (JEE)
• Voluntarily

• ECDC
• Public Health Emergency Preparedness 

Assessment (PHEPA)
• Obliged

• Netherlands: first country to combine these two 
evaluations

• Preparation: National self assessment by experts

An update…

https://www.bureaubiosecurity.nl/nieuws/biosafety-en-biosecurity-beleid-in-nederland-geevalueerd-door-who-en-ecdc
https://www.bureaubiosecurity.nl/nieuws/biosafety-en-biosecurity-beleid-in-nederland-geevalueerd-door-who-en-ecdc


IHR Joint External Evaluation/EU Public Health Emergency Preparedness Assessment | The Netherlands  | 29 January 2025

The Netherlands
JEE/PHEPA:

P7. Biosafety and biosecurity

Saskia Rutjes
National Institute for Public Health and the Environment (RIVM) 29 January 2025 | Utrecht
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Biosecurity in the Netherlands

• The Nijmegen situation …… is just an example… 
… and therefore, not automatically representing other Dutch organisations!

BUT…. 
the lack of a national legal framework for biosecurity… 

does not mean… 

that it is not (partly) implemented on local level!
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Nijmegen, The Netherlands



Radboud Campus



BioRiskManagement @ Radboud Campus

• One BRM-System

• University and Medical Centre

• WildType (WT) and Genetically 
Modified Organisms (GMO)
• Contained Use 
• Deliberate Release 

• Biosafety and Biosecurity

17



Biosecurity… …is just a part of Security



Biosecurity is covered by

Biosecurity
Keep bad people 
away from bugs

Biosafety
Keep bad bugs 
away from people





Biosecurity information:

• Directly:
• Dutch Biosecurity Office

• Indirectly:
• WHO
•  



• Export of Strategic Goods

• Knowledge and Publication

• Security of Facilities and 
materials

• Security during activities

• Shipping



Radboud Campus Self Evaluation
• 2011

• 2015

• 2019

• 2025



2011



2015



2019



Results
• Presented to:

• BioRisk Prevention Committee (permanent)
• Biosecurity Steering Group (temporair)

• Discussed:
• Outcome varies per topic between 0-100%
• Weighing the deviations
• But….

• How high do we want to set the bar?
• What standards do we want to aim for?
• How ambitious do we want to be?



Results
• Presented to:

• BioRisk Prevention Committee (permanent)
• Biosecurity Steering Group (temporair)

• Discussed:
• Many improvements can be covered by team BioRiskPrevention
• Many improvements can be achieved by adding / expanding the existing 

procedures
• Some improvements are difficult to realise, because the complexity of the 

Radboud Campus
• Broaden the approach 

• Chemical, Biological, Radiation, Nuclear



Status 2025

• Progress to be discussed…
• awareness



Awareness



Awareness
• Guidance Document on Standardisation of 

Education in Safe Microbiological Techniques
• BVF-Platform Commission of Education 
• December 2024

• Learning objectives:
• The student:

• knows the difference between biosafety 
and biosecurity

• is able to mention measures to increase 
biosecurity

• is aware of the existence of dual use 
research
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